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Greetings in the name of ‘All THAT IS,’

Where has the past twelve months got too? 

This year, instead of going mad on buying presents we have decided to send a donation to Katzanumi , a children’s charity in Africa. Their clinic and school now desperately need a water storage tank to save water before the drought arrives end of December. The need to be there for others in a more practical way is more in keeping with our Franciscan Spirituality. By supporting our brothers and sisters whose temporal needs are greater is what the ‘Spirit of Christmas’ is really all about. Besides, it is good to be reminded that we who have adequate running water yet waste it, need a gentle reminder of how best to save it and share it if possible.  

On Christmas morning, I am off to Flookborough, a nearby village near Grange over Sands to support a local charity group calling themselves, ‘Friends at Christmas.’ The members of this group volunteer their time and skills each Christmas to cook for the elderly and lonely and this year, I decided instead of feeding my Franciscan Middle Age spread-belt, I thought about helping by waiting on tables and being the clown. I believe there will be around sixty plus for the sit down five course meal! Several members of our Tau Community who too have volunteered their time and energy will look forward to 6pm on Christmas day when Brother Rob will have prepared our Feast. By then, many of us will be exhausted but inwardly happy knowing that we did what we could for those who are alone this Christmas. When I was nursing, I so loved working on the wards over the Christmas holidays. 

TAU FAMILY GET TOGETHERS IN DECEMBER 2009
On Sat:  19th December 7pm, we are holding our Tau Friends and Members Get Together with A Carols and Curry Evening. If you would like to join us then please do so. There is a small donation of £5.00. Please let us know before 12th December! 

Thursday: December 31st 2009. (7pm-12.30am) New Year’s Eve Celebration Get Together over a ‘ Jacob’s Feast style Buffet.’ Around 12 midnight, what we would like to propose is a collective candle lit ceremony of Thanksgiving for what we have received and whom we have welcomed into our family in 2009.  On the stroke of 12 midnight, it would be fabulous if many of our family were present to help us activate the vision by ‘Manifesting our Spiritual and Financial Abundance for the land and financial support so we see our eco sustainable Interfaith Monastic Project for 2010 become a reality…………
A Blessed Christmas to you and yours.
Brothers Sean and Rob
PS: Please can you remember Mother Olivea, our newly appointed Mother Abbess who with Sister Theresa, and myself will be making our vows to God as Monastic’s on Tuesday 8th December, Feast of the Immaculate Conception. We shall be joined by Rev David Grey who is a Franciscan Tertiary of 20 years and a fellow student with Rob in the Interfaith Seminary. Both of them will be ordained on 17/7/1010 in London. The venue will be an ancient monastic Celtic abbey near Barrow in Furness.
We shall remember you and all your loved ones in the Prayer Vigils over the Christmastide and New Year
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